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PATtNT 

Attorney DocketNo. 492.216 

AMENDMENTS 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1-7, 9, 1 0, 16, and 1 7 as indicated below in the listing of claims. 
Listing of Claims 

1 , (Presently amended) A closure device, comprising: 
first and second interlocking fastening strips arranged to be interlocked over a 
predetermined longitudinal x axis between first and second ends* the fastening strips being 
secured together at the first and second end s, said fastening strips having a transverse v axis and a 
vertical z axis, said tran sverse v axis being perpendicular to said longitudinal x axis, said vertical z 
axis being perpendicu lar to said lo npitnriinal x axis, said vertical z axis being perpendicular to said 
transverse V axis: 

a slider slidably disposed on the fastening strips for movement between the first and 
second ends, the slider facilitating occlusion of the fastening strips when moved towards the first 
end, the slider including a separator for facilitating the deocclusion of the fiastening strips when 
the slider is moved towards the second end whcn-oin th e slider has a back ploto and first and 
s e cond sidcwollri and th e seporator depends from th e back plate and the s e pamtor' o position is 
fix e d r e lative to the positiona of the firpt and oooond sid e wal b; and 

the first fastening strip includes a first u pper flange portion having a first length 
which extends upward generally along said vertical z axis and a second length which e xtends 
inward generally along said transverse v axis toward the second fastening strip, a first altered 
flange portion disposed in said second length of said first upper flange portion near the first end 
of the first fastening strip. 
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2. (Presently amended) The invention as in claim 1 wherein the first fastening strip 
includes a first closure element, the first upper flange portion is located above the first closure 
element 

3. (Presently amended) The invention as in claim 1 wherein the separator engages the 
second length of the first flange portion. 

4. (Presently amended) The invention as in claim 3 wherein the separator engages the 
second Icn&th of the first flange portion to facilitate deocclusion of the fastening strips. 

5. (Presently amended) The invention as in claim I wherein the first altered flange 
portion is formed by flattening the material of said second length of the first flange portion. 

6. (Presently amended) The invention as in clEum 5 wherein the first altered flange 
portion extends upward after flattening the material of said second length of the first flange 
portion. 

7. (Presently amended) The invention as claim 1 wherein the first altered flange portion 
is formed by removing the material of said second length of the first flange portion. 

8. (Original) The invention as in claim 2 wherein the first flange portion is formed 
separately from the first closure element, the first flange portion is then joined to the first closure 
element 

9. (Presently amended) The invention as in claim 1 wherein the second fastening strip 
includes a second upper flange portion having a first length which extends upward generally 
along said vertical 2 axis and a second length which e xtends inward generally along said 
transverse v axis t oward the oeoond first fastening strip, a second altered flange portion disposed 
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in said second length of said second upper flange portion immediately adjacent to the first end of 
the fastening strips , said first and second altered flange portions prevent the separator from 
acting upon the respective first and second upper flanee portions in a manner sufficient to 
separate the fastening strips. 

10. (Presently amended) The invention as in claim 9 wherein the first altered flange 
portion is formed by flattening the material of said second length of the first upper flange 
portion, the second altered flange portion is formed by flattening the material of said second 
length of the second upp er flange portion. 

1 1 . (Original) The invention as in claim 9 wherein the first fastening strip includes a first 
closure element, the first closure element is a U-channel closure element, the second fastening 
strip includes a second closure element, the second closure element is a U-channel closure 
element. 

12. (Original) The invention as in claim 1 wherein the fastening strips are U-channel 
fastening strips, 

13. (Original) The invention as in claim 1 wherein the fastening strips are arrowhead 
type fastening strips. 

14. (Original) The invention as in claim 1 wherein the fastening strips are profile type 
fastening strips. 

15. (Original) The invention as in claim 1 wherein the fastening strips are rolling action 
type fastening strips. 

16. (Presently amended) A container comprising: 
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first and second sidewalls to form a compartment with an opening; 

first and second interlocking fastening strips respectively connected to the firet and 
second sidewalls at the opening, the fastening strips being arranged to be interlocked over a 
predetemiined igngitudinal x axis between the first and second ends, the festening strips being 
secured together at the first and second end s, said fasteninf> strips having a transverse v axis and ^ 
vey^g^ 2 axis, said transverse v axis being perpendicular to said longifad inal x axis. saiH v.»rfir^l -7 
axii? being perpendicular to said longimdina l x axis, said vertical z axig hring nemendicular to said 
transverse v axis : 

a slider slidably disposed on the fastening strips for movement between the first and 
second ends, the slider facilitating occlusion of the fastening strips when moved towards the first 
end, the slider including a separator for facilitating the deocclusion of the fastening strips when 
moved towards the second end v t ifaorcin the alider hop a back plato and first and scoond aUdor 
Qidowollfl and the separator dopcnda from tho back plato and tho soparator'a pooition is fixed 
relativo to the poflitions of tho firct and second alidcr oidowalls ; and 

the first fastening strip includes a first mjagr flange portion having a fust lenp th 
which extends upward generally along sai d vertical z axis and a second length' which e xtends 

generally along said transverse v avi..: toward the second fastening strip, a firet altered 
flange portion disposed in said second lengt h of said first upper flanee porrinn near the first end 
of the first fastening strip. 

1 7. (Presently amended) A method of manufacturing a closure device, comprising: 
providing first and second interlocking fastening strips arranged to be interlocked over a 
predetermined X axis between first and second ends, the fastening strips being secured together 
at the first and second ends; 

providing a slider slidably disposed on the festening strips for movement between the 
first and second ends, the slider facilitating occlusion of the fastening strips when moved towards 
the first end, the slider including a separator for fecilitating the deocclusion of the fastening strips 
when the slider is moved towards the second end wherein tho slider hoa a back plato and firat and 
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second sidewallo and the acporator d e p e nds from tfao back plate ond tho aoparotor's pordtion is 
fixed relativ e to tho positions of the first and s e cond oidowalls ; and 

providing the first fastening strip include s with a first upper flange portion having a first 
length which extends upward generally along said vertical z axis and a second length which 
extends inward generally alone said transverse v axis toward the second fastening strip, a first 
altered flange portion disposed in said second length of said first upper flange portion near the 
first end of the first fastening strip. 
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